
 

 

How to Enable X11 When su to Another User ID 
 

Many times we log on to the server and need to assume another ID for some specific task 

and or privileges.  For example, a user logging in under their own user ID may need to su 

to being a root to perform a certain tasks or some other elevated ID.  When this occurs 

the X11 setup for the original ID does not get passed along to the sudo’d ID.  This means 

that as a user for example john when sudo as root, may not be able to use any GUI based 

application that he was able to use when logged in as john. 

 

A simple work around is to pass along the original user’s X11 set up to the ID that was 

sudo into. 

 

First Step: 

Let’s assume the original user’s ID is mkim02.  As mkim02, do t he following steps 

 

On command prompt: 
xauth list 

 

A list of keys will appear 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Second Step: 

Highlight and copy the key listed at the very end of the generated list (shown 

below)

 
 

Step Three: 

As root type: 
 xauth add <paste the copied key>  and ENTER 

 

 
 

That is it, now the same GUI user mkim02 was able to use is also usable by root. 


