How to Enable X11 When su to Another User ID

Many times we log on to the server and need to assume another ID for some specific task
and or privileges. For example, a user logging in under their own user ID may need to su
to being a root to perform a certain tasks or some other elevated 1ID. When this occurs
the X11 setup for the original ID does not get passed along to the sudo’d ID. This means
that as a user for example john when sudo as root, may not be able to use any GUI based
application that he was able to use when logged in as john.

A simple work around is to pass along the original user’s X11 set up to the ID that was

sudo into.

First Step:

Let’s assume the original user’s ID is mkim02. As mkim02, do t he following steps

On command prompt:

xauth list

A list of keys will appear

[mkim02@fclsasapppro

[mkim02@fclsasapppro

foclsasappprod0 7 unix:
foclsasappprod0 7 unix:

foclsasappprod0d,/unix:
foclsasappprod0d,/unix:

dog

11
10

11
10
dog

~1% xauth list

MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1

MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1

~1%

felzazappprod02/unix: 10 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 97cf0f53ck70a076803401a4b6586052
felzazappprodle/unix: 10 MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 063d315f39%4aeafced402ffbhdeZaZe4dl
foclsasappprodds/unix: 10 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 933f6036ec2fec5blle88cf4cad8Tba0
foclsasappprod04,/unix: 10 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 bOfbS22afdZea7c00lc54%a71a5%a880

dZb46984caaeeal408104bb2e936b3lc
db7d01097d23L73082fccidecl 51205k

foclsasappproddl/unix:10 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 d04832dc943c0011%e0f7e760%bcc0cT
felzasappprod0l/unix: 12 MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 46d965fbd740854976d8830d443al0b34
felzasappprod0l/unix:1]l MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 5525f7784d71234f87fcaléeeli03best
foclbioappprd0l/unix:10 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 e074ddabas8ag82lcTdib9b2es4c255bo

foclsasappprod0l/unix:13 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 Tc3beab6c03aaZ4dif0diéelebe2’as0d
felzasappprod0l/unix:l14 MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 56474%3b06f17b91f8bd451b5eb3e3dbs3
foclsasappproddl/unix:15 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 5e813b2f332fd7307fc3i7aaa’8%bci86
foclsasappprodd 7 /unix: 17 MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 4e825b4elbc57d03c0l19eeb620£60047
felzasappprod0S/unix: 13 MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1 d3a5d3el202f580c3c23118bagebls5os
folsasappproddl/unix:16 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 10625a7e233f42110ee2262344c361652
foclsasappprodds/unix: 14 MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1 4ddfdc5a’a6c46feaf2fbeflel07E£70E

07Tbble7e639d3310e2bcT7e500abf29531
094438479haff42f67TL6355c1E8302bke




Second Step:

Highlight and copy the key listed at the very end of the generated list (shown

below)

[mkimO2@fclsasappprod0s
felzasappprodl2//unix:
folsazappprodi6/ unix:
folsazappprod0s /unix:
folsazappprodlid /unix:
foclzasappprod07/unix:
foclzasappprod07/unix:
foclsasappprod0l/unix:
foclsasappprod0l/unix:
feclsasappprod0l/unix:
felbioappprd0l/unix:10
feclsasappprod0l/unix:
felsasappprod0l/unix:
feclsasappprod0l/unix:
felsasappprod07/unix:
feclsasappprod0S/unix:
feclzasappprod0l/unix:
folsazappprod0s /unix:
fclsasappprod@”iaqlx:

10
10
10
10
11
10
10
12
11

13
14
15
17
13
16
14
ll

[rfklrfo.c@fclsasappprudo5

~]1% xauth list

MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COCOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COCOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COCOEIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COCOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOHIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOHIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOHIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1
MIT-MAGIC-COOKIE-1

N:l_b

87cf0f53chb70a076803401a4b6586b52
063d315f354acafced402ffbde232641
8933f6036ecifecibll288cf4cad8Tbi0
bOfb52Z2afd2eaTclDlc549a71as3a88
dZb465984caaseal408104bb5e336b31cC
db7d01097d23f73082fcc5decls1205b
d04832dc943c0011%e0f7e7605bcc0CT
46d965fbdT740854976d8830d43a10b34
5525E7T784d71234f8T7Tfcaleali03be st
e0T74ddabac8ai21lcTdEb9bZ2e84c255be
Tc3beabec03aaZ4dga0dielebe29as0d
564749b6f17b91f8bd451b5eb3e3db59
5e8l13b2f932fd730TEfc3Taaa%8%bci86
4e825b4elbciT7d03c0l9ecbbe20f60047
d3a5d3el202f580c3c23118ba8eblss6
106e5a7e83f42110ee226e344c361652
4ddfdcSa’abc46feaf2fb6f16107ET70E
07bble7e63d3310e2bcT eEOOabf;953l
0944384 79baff42 ¢

Step Three:
As root type:

xauth add <paste the copied key> and ENTER

oot

root@fclsasappprod® mkind2)# whoanmi

root@fclszsappprod08 mkimd2]# xauth add fclsasappprod08/unix:10 MIT-MRGIC-COOKIE-1 09&43-34?9haff42f67b635501-3302b6e|

That is it, now the same GUI user mkim02 was able to use is also usable by root.




